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National Water Resources Plan
(NWRP)

The NWRP is our plan to identify how we will provide a safe, sustainable, secure and
reliable water supply to our customers for now and into the future whilst safeguarding
the environment.

The NWRP will set out how we will balance the supply and demand for drinking water over the
short, medium and long term. It is a 25-year strategy to ensure we have a safe, sustainable,
secure and reliable drinking water supply for everyone.

The development of the NWRP will take place in two phases. Phase one the draft Framework

Plan identifies how we assess needs across all of our water supplies, and the process that we will
use to find solutions to address those needs. The NWRP draft Framework Plan
(https://www.water.ie/projects-plans/our-plans/nwrp/NWRP-Draft-Framework-Plan.pdf) is published
with an accompanying Strategic Environmental Assessment Environmental Report
(https://www.water.ie/projects-plans/our-plans/nwrp/NWRP-SEA-Environmental-Report.pdf) and
Natura Impact Statement (https://www.water.ie/projects-plans/our-plans/nwrp/Draft-Framework-
Plan-NIS.pdf), which look at how our Plan considers its impact on the environment.

Irish Water has published the NWRP draft Framework Plan, the first of its National Water
Resources Plan, for consultation.

Irish Water is now inviting feedback on the NWRP draft Framework Plan and associated SEA
Environmental Report and Natura Impact Statement (NIS). A ten-week statutory public
consultation will run from Tuesday 8 December 2020 to Tuesday 16 February 2021 during which
time the NWRP draft Framework Plan and associated environmental reports can be viewed and
downloaded at www.water.ie/nwrp (http://www.water.ie/nwrp) and at your local authority's planning

office or County Library (depending on the local authority) during their normal opening hours.

To find your nearest local authority’s planning office or County Library which will display the
documents please click here (https://www.water.ie/projects-plans/our-plans/nwrp/NWRP-Planning-
Counters-Libraries-Details_07.12.20_English.pdf).
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We have also published a Non-Technical Summary (https://www.water.ie/projects-plans/our-

plans/nwrp/NWRP-Draft-Framework-Plan-NTS..pdf) and Consultation Information Leaflet

(https://www.water.ie/projects-plans/our-plans/nwrp/NWRP_C2_Info-Leaflet_02.12.20_F02-
WEB. pdf).

This is your opportunity to feed into the process of how we identify the issues and opportunities for
the water supply in your area and how we find solutions, before we apply them to your Region as
part of the second phase of the NWRP.
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Have your say

If you would like to make a submission, please send it by email or post by Tuesday 16th of
February 2021.

o Email: nwrp@water.ie (mailto:nwrp@water.ie)

O
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Post: National Water Resources Plan, Irish Water, P.O. Box 13216, Glenagery, Co. Dublin

Freephone: 1800 46 36 76

NWRP Draft Framework Plan Publications

NWRP Draft Framework Plan Publications (https://www.water.ie/projects-plans/our- D
plans/nwrp/#comp_00005fb90255 _000000210b_47ce)

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) (https://www.water.ie/projects- D
plans/our-plans/nwrp/#comp_00005fb90255_0000002123_47ce)

Natura Impact Statement (NIS) (https://www.water.ie/projects-plans/our- D
plans/nwrp/#comp_00005fb90255 0000002124 47ce)

7 Natura Impact Statement (NIS)_(https://www.water.ie/projects-plans/our-plans/nwrp/Draft-
Framework-Plan-NIS.pdf)

© Appendix A - AA Screening Report (https://www.water.ie/projects-plans/our-plans/nwrp/NIS-

Appendix-A-AA-Screening-Report. pdf)
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Appendix B - List of SACs and SPAs (https://www.water.ie/projects-plans/our-
plans/nwrp/NIS_Appendix-B-List-of-SACs-and-SPAs.pdf)

o Appendix C - Water Dependent QI Species and Habitats (https://www.water.ie/projects-

plans/our-plans/nwrp/NIS-Appendix-C-Water-Dependent-Ql-Species-Habitats. pdf)

© Appendix D - Water Dependent QI Bird Species (https://www.water.ie/projects-plans/our-

plans/nwrp/NIS_Appendix-D-Water-Dependent-Ql-Bird-Species.pdf)

Case Study - Study Area 5 (https://www.water.ie/projects-plans/our- D
plans/nwrp/#comp_00005fb90255_0000002125_47ce)

NWRP Information Leaflet (https://www.water.ie/projects-plans/our- D
plans/nwrp/#comp_00005fb90255 0000002126 _47ce)

Why do we need a National Water Resources Plan?

Ireland is not a water stressed country. We need to operate our water network to cater for growth
and optimise this great natural resource. Water is part of our everyday lives. It is essential to
everything we do. Recent droughts and storms have left some customers with no water or reduced
water, including a water conservation order (hosepipe ban) for the first time in Ireland.

To prevent this happening in the future we have to plan ahead. How we plan our water resources

today will determine the water we can provide now and into the future. Irish Water’s first draft
National Water Resources Plan outlines how we can do this.

Our Solution

Irish Water aims to ensure that all of our customers have a safe and reliable drinking water supply
and to safeguard our water for our future. Our plan is to use a three-pillar approach:
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Reduce
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01. To lose less by reducing the amount of water lost through leakage.
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02. To use less by encouraging us all to use less water in our everyday lives, improving water
efficiency in our homes, businesses, farms and through our own operations.
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03. To supply smarter by improving the quality, resilience and security of our water supplies
through infrastructure and operations improvements and developing new sustainable sources of

O
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What is the benefit of the National Water Resources
Plan?

The National Water Resources Plan will:

Improve the level of service to our customers and communities;
Support growth and development;
Be resilient in order to mitigate the impacts of climate change; and

7 Be sustainable in order to protect the environment.
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The draft Framework Plan considers:

© How we assess water quantity need through the Supply Demand Balance;

© How we assess water quality and reliability need by looking at how our existing assets are

performing;

© How we address sustainability by ensuring that all new options for water supply must be based
on conservative approaches to protecting water sources; and

7 Our Options Assessment Process - how we find solutions to address the needs we have
identified

We are asking for your feedback on all of the points above. The NWRP is subject to Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Appropriate Assessment (AA). This ensures that we
evaluate environmental impacts likely to arise from the plan, both positive and negative, and
outline the appropriate prevention and alleviation measures. Please visit www.water.ie/nwrp

(http://www.water.ie/nwrp) for more information.

For illustrative purposes we have also included a Case Study (https://www.water.ie/projects-

plans/our-plans/nwrp/Case-Study-Tech-Report..pdf) to demonstrate how the methodology is

applied to an area. Stakeholders can refer to it to support their submissions and observations on
the methodology but will not be able to influence the options for the Case Study area until a later
stage of the NWRP process.

What we are consulting on now: NWRP draft
Framework Plan Consultation

Public consultation will be a key element in ensuring members of the public and all interested
parties have the chance to be part of the development of the NWRP.

The NWRP draft Framework Plan has been published for consultation. A Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA) Report and Natura Impact Statement have also been prepared to accompany
the NWRP Draft Framework Plan as part of the SEA and Appropriate Assessment processes.
These reports demonstrate how environmental considerations have shaped and helped in the
development of the NWRP Draft Framework Plan.
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These reports have been developed following Consultation One in November/December 2017.
Feedback received as part of Consultation One has been reviewed and summarised and
presented in Consultation One Report, which can be found here (https://www.water.ie/projects-
plans/our-plans/nwrp/NWRP_201124_Consultation-One-Report_Final-.pdf).

Members of the public, interested parties and environmental authorities are being invited to
contribute to the development of the NWRP as part of the SEA and AA process through public

consultation at keys stages, as outlined in the NWRP Consultation Roadmap

(https://www.water.ie/projects-plans/our-plans/nwrp/English-NWRP-Roadmap-(1).png).

file:///F:/Julie Cummins/NWRP/NWRP-Natura Impact Statement (NIS).html 8/15



14/01/2021

=« Ongoing engagement and ]
information updates

Prepare draft Framework Plan

= Compile technical baseline
studies

= Assess methodologies

= Select draft methodologies

= Calculation of Supply
Demand Balance

= Assess environmental
baseline

Test and refine methodology

Finalise the Framework

Plan

= Update and publish final
NWRP - Framework Plan

= Publish the SEA Statement

= Publish the AA
Determination

Update and publish
Regional Water Resources
Plans (GA 1-4)

= Publish 5EA Statements

= Publish AA Determinations

6960696969

file:///F:/Julie Cummins/NWRP/NWRP-Natura Impact Statement (NIS).html

National Water Resources Plan (NWRP) | Projects & Plans | Irish Water

Screening

s Assessment of the
proposed NWRP
undertaken resulting
in a decision to
undertake an SEA

Public consultation on

SEA Scoping Report

(six weeks)

= Published SEA Scoping
Report and invited
feedback from
environmental
authorities and all
interested stakeholders

Public consultation

= Ongoing engagement with
statutory and non-statutory
stakeholders

= Workshops with al Local
Authorities on SDB
Calculations

Public consultation on

draft Framework Plan

=SEA - ER and NIS

« Update documents in
response to consultation
- where required

= Public consultation

Public consultation on

draft Regional Water

Resources Plan (GA 1-4)

=SEA - ER and NIS*

# Subject to adoption of NWRP -
Framework Plan

= Update documents in
response to consultation -
where required

= Public consultation

9/15



14/01/2021 National Water Resources Plan (NWRP) | Projects & Plans | Irish Water

National Water Resources Plan (The Plan)

National Water Resources Plan - Framework Plan
Regional Water Resources Plans (GA 1-4)

Click to enlarge

(https://www.water.ie/projects-plans/our-plans/nwrp/new-image.png)

Where we are at and what we are consulting on now?

A 10-week statutory public consultation will seek feedback on the NWRP Draft Framework Plan
and associated SEA Environmental Report and Natura Impact Statement (NIS) from 8 December
2020 until the 16th February 2021.

All feedback received during the public consultations will be reviewed by the NWRP team and
relevant feedback will be incorporated into the final NWRP.

The SEA Statement will outline how environmental considerations have been integrated into the
NWRP and how consultation influenced the development of the NWRP.

To make a submission, stakeholders advised to email or post their submissions to the address
listed below.

Email: nwrp@water.ie

Post: National Water Resources Plan, Irish Water, PO Box 13216, Glenageary, Co. Dublin

Contact details for Public Information Offices can be found here (https://www.water.ie/projects-

plans/our-plans/nwrp/NWRP-Planning-Counters-Libraries-Details_07.12.20_English.pdf).

Previous Consultation

The first round of public consultation to inform the development of the Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA) and Appropriate Assessment (AA), the environmental reports that accompany
the NWRP, took place from 9 November to 22 December 2017. For more information, view

the Consultation Information Leaflet (https://www.water.ie/projects-plans/our-plans/nwrp/NWRP-

Consultation-Information-Leaflet-(1).pdf).

O
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We asked for feedback on the SEA Scoping Report (https://www.water.ie/projects-plans/our-
plans/nwrp/321060AS-REP-016-0002-01-SEA-Scoping-Report-_Dec17.pdf) and invited comments
and suggestions for consideration at this stage.

A Consultation Report summarising the feedback received in the first round of consultation can be
viewed here (https://www.water.ie/projects-plans/our-plans/nwrp/NWRP_201124_Consultation-
One-Report_Final-.pdf).

What are the next steps?

7 Following on from the public consultation submissions and observations received will be taken
into consideration, and the Framework Plan updated. The final Framework Plan will then be
produced, accompanied by a Strategic Environmental Assessment Statement and an
Appropriate Assessment Determination. The final Framework Plan will be adopted in early
2021, alongside the SEA Statement.

© Phase 2 comprises four Regional Water Resources Plans each of which will be subject to
Strategic Environmental Assessment and Appropriate Assessment. Each of the four regions
will also have their own public consultation phases. These public consultations will take place
throughout 2021.

This is your opportunity to feed into the process of how we identify the issues in and determine
what the opportunities are for the water supply in your area. We are also seeking your
feedback on how we will develop options to address any problems identified.

At this stage of the process it is about determining how we assess what we need and how we
find solutions. This is your opportunity to shape this process by feeding into the way we find
solutions before applying them to your area.

© Once we have developed a robust Framework Plan this will then allow us to go on and find
solutions for the Regional Plan in your area. We need you to get involved now at a national
level so that when we develop Regional solutions, you will have contributed to the
development of the best possible approach to water resource planning. This will allow us to
apply it more efficiently on a local level which is more relevant to you, our customer.
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National Water Resources Plan video series

Your privacy settings

In order to allow the use of multimedia content on this website
you must accept the use of miscellaneous cookies.

Accept and play video

Your privacy settings

In order to allow the use of multimedia content on this website
you must accept the use of miscellaneous cookies.

Accept and play video
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Your privacy settings

In order to allow the use of multimedia content on this website
you must accept the use of miscellaneous cookies.

Accept and play video

Your privacy settings

In order to allow the use of multimedia content on this website
you must accept the use of miscellaneous cookies.

Accept and play video

Contact us

We are committed to sharing information with stakeholders as the plan progresses. A dedicated
information service has been set up where members of the public and interested parties can

contact the team via the following channels:

Email: nwrp@uwater.ie (mailto:nwrp@water.ie)
Freephone: 1800 46 36 76

© Post: National Water Resources Plan, Irish Water, PO Box 13216, Glenageary, Co. Dublin
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Part of @RVia group

(http://www.ervia.ie/)

SPEAK

Customer Care
Twitter - @IWCare (https://twitter.com/IWCare)
Boards.ie (http://www.boards.ie/irishwater)

Support (https://www.water.ie/support/)

Language
Switch to Gaeilge (https://www.water.ie/projects-plans/our-

plans/nwrp/?set-lang=ga)
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Resources

Access Officer (https://www.water.ie/access/)

Privacy Notice (https://www.water.ie/privacy-notice/)
Cookie Policy (https://www.water.ie/cookie-policy/)
Manage Cookies (https://www.water.ie/manage-cookies/)
Freedom of Information (https://www.water.ie/about-
us/freedom-of-information/)

Model Publication Scheme (https://www.water.ie/about-
us/freedom-of-information/model-publication-scheme/)

Procurement (https://www.water.ie/about-us/procureme@
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Company

About Us (https://www.water.ie/about-us/our-company/)
News (https://www.water.ie/news/)

Media (https://www.water.ie/media/)

Our Customer Commitment (https://www.water.ie/our-
customer-commitment/)

Contact Us (https://www.water.ie/contact-us/)

Accessibility Statement (https://www.water.ie/accessibility-

statement/)

Information Hub

Helpful Resource Library

(https://www.water.ie/support/resources/)

Sitemap (https://www.water.ie/sitemap/)

Twitter - @IrishWater (https://twitter.com/IrishWater)

YouTube

(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTu1kv6_Kst3YoUUhgQqr8w

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/IrishWater/)

Irish Water is a designated activity company, limited by shares. Registered Office: Colvill House, 24-26 Talbot Street, Dublin 1 | Copyright © 2021 Irish Water.

All rights reserved. Registered in Ireland No.: 530363

file:///F:/Julie Cummins/NWRP/NWRP-Natura Impact Statement (NIS).html

15/15



