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Delivery Team, 
Planning and Transportation Department, 
South Dublin County Council, 
County Hall, 
Tallaght, 
Dublin 24

29 September 2026


Re: Proposed Material Amendments to the Clonburris SDZ Planning Scheme 2019

Dear Sir/Madam
I refer to the above. The Department of Education and Youth wish to make the following submission to the Proposed Material Amendments to the Clonburris SDZ Planning Scheme 2019. The department has considered the above document. In reference to the proposed material amendments to the variation, the department notes the following.

Material Alteration No. 10                                                                                                              The department notes the amendment that Mobility Management Plans (MMPs) are required for all new schools or significant expansions to existing schools and notes that MMPs should be submitted as part of a planning application and demonstrate how the development supports the SDZ’s goals for sustainable movement and integrated transport networks. 
The Department of Education and Youth supports the objective of ensuring that all proposed school sites are connected by direct, safe and universally accessible pedestrian and cycle routes linking surrounding residential areas, public transport services, parks and community facilities. The department further supports the need for more sustainable travel modes in tandem with the reduction of car borne traffic, which can be achieved through increased cycling, walking, car sharing, carpooling and greater use of public transport. 
However, the department has concerns regarding the wording of the proposed amendment. The proposed wording could be interpreted as identifying the Department of Education and Youth, or a school development proposal, as being responsible for the coordination or facilitation of the delivery of infrastructure that lies outside the department's statutory remit and operational control. The department's remit is limited to the planning and delivery of school infrastructure and does not extend to the delivery of public transport infrastructure, active travel networks, pedestrian connectivity measures, cycleways, footpaths or wider road safety improvements. Therefore, the department is equally not responsible for determining how such infrastructure should be used. 
It is important to state that the location of school sites as outlined in the various statutory plans are designated by the local authority and are determined by the same body well in advance of any proposed school development. Therefore, the department considers that the creation of sustainable travel modes and the reduction of car borne traffic along with the introduction of safe and universally accessible pedestrian and cycle networks should form part of the overall development framework for the area and should be planned and delivered in advance of, or independently from, the requirement for school infrastructure arising. Such infrastructure should support the creation of sustainable communities from the outset and should not be dependent upon, triggered by, or linked to the submission of a planning application for a school.
Furthermore, the department is concerned that the proposed wording could inadvertently create a situation whereby the delivery of essential school infrastructure is dependent upon the completion of/ or the determination of matters that are outside the department's control. This could have the unintended consequence of delaying the delivery of much-needed school accommodation in circumstances where a requirement for additional school places has been identified.
Accordingly, the department recommends that the proposed amendment clarify that the provision of Mobility Management Plans (MMPs), which highlight measures to encourage sustainable travel modes and reduce car borne traffic is not a function of the Department of Education and Youth and that such measures should be planned and delivered as part of the wider development area infrastructure framework rather than through the school planning process. 

Material Alteration No. 18                                                                                                                     The department notes the amendment to the Clonburris Table and notes that there have been minor changes in the number of residential units in Average Net Density – Low Margin, Average Net Density – High Margin, Total Dwellings (Target) and Total Dwellings (High Margin). The department notes that the total for Total Dwellings (Target) is now 4,875 which is 19 less units than previously and the department notes that the total for Total Dwellings (High Margin) is now 5,910 which is 2 more than previously.
The department notes the amendment to the Kishoge Table and notes that there have been minor changes in the number of residential units in Average Net Density – Low Margin, Average Net Density – High Margin, Total Dwellings (Target) and Total Dwellings (High Margin). The department notes that the sub total for Total Dwellings (Target) is now 4,048 which is 32 less units than previously and the department notes that the sub total for Total Dwellings (High Margin) is now 4,701 which is 2 less than previously.
The department acknowledges the crucial importance of the ongoing work of the Council in ensuring sufficient and appropriate land is zoned for educational needs. We look forward to continuing to work with you.  

If you have any queries in respect of the above, please feel free to contact me.

Yours sincerely,

_______________
Mairead Garry
Statutory Plans
Forward Planning Section

Bóthar Phort Laoise, An Tulach Mhór, Co. Uíbh Fhailí, R35 Y2N5
Portlaoise Road, Tullamore, Co. Offaly R35 Y2N5
T +353 05793 24355 | statutory_plans@education.gov.ie
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