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Chapter 4: Green Infrastructure

The SEA developed for the LPF uses the Corine 2018 data to scope habitats in the area. The National Land
Cover Map would provide more accurate detail. An explanation for not including the most detailed habitat
dataset available as part of the analysis should be provided. There has been a net loss of trees and green
space in the area and quantification of this should be provided in the LPF and monitored.

There is no mention of the Nature Restoration Law/Plan which aims to halt the loss of green space in built up
areas to mitigate against climate change impacts including increased temperatures and flooding as well as
biodiversity loss. I’ve included a photo and location of flooding at Clondalkin Park during summer 2025, this is a
new flooding extent in the LPF area (Figures 2 &3). The data used in the associated flood assessment for this
LPF is out of date and does not account for recent development and increased impermeable surfaces in the
area. The ninth lock site is also identified as an Opportunity Site in this assessment. The assessment
highlighted the poor ecological condition of the Camac in the LPF area. Recent developments (built during the
current Development Plan) near Clondalkin Park have also not adhered to the River Basin Management Plan
guidelines. The proposed development at ninth lock is on flood risk land and will increase flood risk within the
area and the sub-catchment. This will further disrupt hydraulic connections and deteriorate the ecological
condition of the Camac River which is failing to meet EU WFD objectives. The Camac is home to the White-
clawed Crayfish, a protected species under the Wildlife Acts. It is difficult to buy in to the climate change
actions proposed as part of the decarbonisation zone plans when this type of development is being considered,
reducing the resilience of nature and the nature based protection that healthy ecosystems provide. A lower
density development with a larger percentage of the land used for quality green space would be more
beneficial for the prosperity and resilience of Clondalkin and align with the obligations being set out in the
Nature Restoration Plan in terms of access to quality green space and resilience to the effects of climate
change and biodiversity loss.

At the Seven Mills development, established hedgerows where removed. I was informed by the contractors that
this was due to the shape of the zoned land parcel and the orientation guidelines for residential units. This is a
serious flaw in the zoning of residential land. A more considered approach with qualified ecologists alongside
planners should be used to ensure developments can be designed to retain important established habitats. Any
ability to adjust the zonings where the shape of the parcel allows for retention of hedgerows should be
evaluated (possibly through another ‘Variation’).
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Documents Attached: Níl

Can the Local Authority provide detail on how much green space has been lost in the LPF area throughout the
duration of the current Development Plan? Can the Local Authority provide detail on how they will implement
the Nature Restoration Plan? What will the Green Space Ratio be for residents of the area?
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